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Kia ora e te
Whaanau
Term 1 seems to be flying by and we only
seem to pick up speed.

At our school our foundation is To Care, To
Grow, To Achieve - Kia Manaaki, Kia
Whakatupu, Kia Whakatutukitnga. This term
our students have been investing time in
learning what this means and what this
looks like at our school.

Our aspiration for Kia Manaaki is for it to be
our school heart or our centre. We strive to
be a community who invests in and
nurtures relationships (whanaungatanga),
empowering mana and identity.
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This has been our main focus for the start of
our school year, establishing relationships
that will grow from strength to strength
through the year. This is a key foundation
needed to achieve not only academically,
but socially and emotionally. 

 
“ A child does not care how
much you know, until they

know how much you care”. 
 



NZEI Industrial Action

Currently primary and secondary teachers and
primary principals across New Zealand are
renegotiating their collective contracts. We
would like to thank our community for our
support while our teachers attended the
Waikato NZEI meeting to discuss the issues
faced by our industry and the offer presented
by the government. 

Our tamariki need a quality education. And
educators want to give that to them. The issues
include bargaining for smaller class sizes, more
time for individual students and more specialist
learning support staffing, and attracting and
retaining teachers, all of which would go a long
way to supporting the students in our
community. The offer made by the government
did not address these issues sufficiently.

As a result the school Board has been advised
that member teachers and principals will be
taking industrial strike action on Thursday 16th
March. 

Due to our inability to staff the school for
students on this day the Board has moved to
close the school for instruction on this day.

There will be no school for students on
Thursday 16th March.

Amy Mclean
Presiding Member BOT

Monday 24th April - Teacher Only Day
School will be closed on the 24th April for a
Teachers Only Day. This will be used to start
development on the revised NZ curriculum.

Thursday 6th April - Term 1 Ends
Term 1 ends on Thursday this term, as Friday
7th is Good Friday

Wednesday 26th April - Term 2 Starts
Because of the TOD on the 24th and Anzac day
on the 25th, term 1 starts midweek on Weds
26th April

Thursday 23rd March - Ruapane
Trig Walk- Pirongia
Students from Room 5 and year 7 & 8’s from
Kahikatea will be travelling to Pirongia Maunga
to do the Ruapane Trig Walk. 

School closed Thursday 16th March

Thursday 16th March - School
Closed due to Industrial Action
See information to the left regarding strike.

Monday 20th March - Cluster
Swimming Sports
This is for qualifying 8-12 year olds

29th-31st March - EPro 8 Finals
This is for our senior students

Friday 31st March - Cluster Softball
This is for year 5-8 children

Monday 13th March - PTA AGM
4:30pm-5:30pm - Everybody welcome!  we
look forward to seeing some new faces there



Welcome to our newest members of
Whatawhata School.... Liam Ballantyne,

Tucson Anderson, Elijah Smith who join
room 6 as year 1's.  

And Diaz Joyce who joins room 11 as a
year 6

 

We hope you enjoy your journey with us

Welcome

School 
Banking

Our Kura has school banking available, 
 through First Credit Union.  Your child can
sign up and learn the value of saving.  Just
contact the school office for a form, then
each time your child wants to make a
deposit they just drop it in the drop box
in the office - how easy is that!.

Did you know....
If your child saved just

$2 a week
 for 52 weeks

x 8 years
 they could have

 $832 
by the time they leave

primary school!

Yummy stickers
Please start collecting your
yummy apple stickers again

to help us get sports
equipment for the kids. 
 Forms will come home

about this next week
 



You might have recognised the word 'kai' in there - most of
us know this is food.  

'Hiakai' is to want food, or to be hungry
 

The 'koe' is you
 

so we're saying 'are you hungry?' 'Ke te hiakai koe?'
 

putting 'hia' in front of a noun like 'kai', we're saying 'want
food' or to be hungry.  

You can do the same with the word 'moe' - sleep.
'Hiamoe' - to be sleepy.

 

Your answer might be 'aae' - for yes - or 'kao' for no.
 

Let's Koorero 

Maaori

At Whatawhata Kura
(school) we like to 

 encourage speaking
in Te Reo (maaori
language) so each
newsletter we will

give you some
words or sayings to

try out at your
whare (home)

Today's phrase:   Kei te hiakai koe?
 

Translation:   Are you hungry?
 



Year 7 & 8

Ngaruawahia Cycle Trip
As part of our leadership programme our Year 7 and 8s are
tackling different challenges, testing their boundaries and
learning new things. Our first trip took us along the Te Awa

cycle way to visit ' The Point' at Ngaaruawaahia



Senior Swimming Carnival



Year 4 Get Set Go Day was full of fun and games.  The weather threatened to dampen our fun
but luckily it held off until we were ready to come back to School.  Horotiu staff and senior

students did such a wonderful job to organise the day and run the activities.  A huge thank you
once again to all of the amazing parents who provided transport and supervision for the day, we

couldn't have done it without you.

Get Set Go Day



Passion Projects
Our senior students are delving into their passions, learning and applying their new knowledge in

creative ways. Our gardening group are planting sun flower and lettuce seeds in the planter boxes
they built last week

Tuakana Teina alive at

Whatawhata School

Senior/Junior

Buddy Classes

 Reading books, having brain break together and playing some games with new friends from 
 Room 4 and Ako Ruru




