
Principal’s Column—Whakataki o Tumuaki  

Nau mai, haere mai. It’s awesome to be back at school! It was an 
amazing opportunity to both head off around the world with my 
family and to spend some time studying and visiting other local 
rural schools to develop my school leadership knowledge and 
experience. I shared some of my holiday snaps and stories with 
everyone at assembly last week. A huge thank you once again to 
Laurel for leading the school so successfully in my absence.  

It’s been a very active couple of weeks at school with many of 
our classes heading off to gymnastics and learning the skills of 
ripper rugby, athletics and tabloid sports skills. It’s been great 
too seeing some cool science experiments around the school. 
The school has also been full of the sounds of music with 
children getting ready for Kids 4 Kids tomorrow (thanks Nicola 
Inder for all your dedication to this!), our music lessons now 
teaching over 60 children and kapa haka truly blossoming.  

I was really pleased to finally receive the go ahead for two new 
classrooms to be built. As you know firsthand they are well 
overdue! They will be delivered and installed as “modern 
portable buildings” and will be designed to provide a quality 
collaborative learning space. Our local MP Barbara Kuriger came 
to visit us yesterday to celebrate with us. It was good to make 
the connection with her. No idea yet on building timescale—I’ll 
let you know as I find out…  

Huge congratulations go to Kate Dermer (now McGregor) who 
got married in the school holidays then enjoyed a wonderful 
honeymoon in Fiji last week. We’re all really happy for you! 

It’s been great catching up with lots of you —I look forward to 
sharing more of my stories with many more of you!  

Mā te wā—Until next time.  Matt Stockton, Principal. 

Dress up day on Monday 
Next Monday the student leadership team are holding a dress 
up day at school. We're encouraging everyone to come along in 
their best fancy dress to have fun during the day. As it's 
Halloween that day they could even go trick or treating 
afterwards if you wanted them to! It’s a great opportunity for 
everyone to have some dress-up fun - I've got my costume 
already! The student leaders are planning a few activities too… 

Te Pihinga are creating some special spooky sweet treats that 
will be available for children to buy on the day from 50c to $2 

Mihi whakatau is coming up 
On Friday 11th November we’re holding an official welcoming 
(known as a mihi whakatau) to all our new children and their 
families. As one wasn’t held last term we’ll be holding a special 
catch up welcoming all those who’ve joined us since 30th May! 

After some really positive knowledge sharing from local  
kaumatua and Ministry of Education Maori advisors, we’re no 

longer calling our welcoming a pōwhiri. 
Pōwhiri is a very sacred ceremony which 
we hope to introduce properly next year 
in a way that respects traditions but 

makes it right for our school too. Our mihi whakatau is instead 
our own unique welcoming that brings in both Maori and English 
ways to welcome and make people feel special! We’ll send 
invites out to all our newer families next week. We hope you can 
all come along.  

Calendar  
We’ve included a (hopefully) full calendar for our events over 
the rest of this year. There is so much on! Our calendar is 
available as an online calendar, just add 
calendar@whatawhata.school.nz  to your phone or Google Calendar 
to make sure you always know what’s coming up! 

We often hear from parents that children didn’t get a letter—
normally the day before a trip! We don’t know where these go 
but assure you we do always provide full details well in advance. 
Details nearly always go home on a Thursday along with the 
newsletter so this a great day to ask “did you get any letters 
today?”!! 

Apologies for the confusion over school photo dates. The correct 
date is Wednesday 23rd November. Remember all orders must 
be in BEFORE this day. 

The cricket festival at Raglan Area School has been cancelled 

Our term dates for 2017 are as follows: 
Tuesday 7th February to Thursday 13th April 

Monday 1st May to Friday 7th July 

Monday 24th July to Friday 29th September 

Monday 16th October to Wednesday 20th December 

Our new astroturf courts—we need you! 
As you may know one of the reasons we moved the playground 
was to make way for a larger all weather space for children to 
learn and play on. As you can imagine these don’t come cheap—
and the government doesn’t pay! We are really keen to make 
this happen so would love to put a small team of people 
together who could help us with fundraising applications and 
ideas. If you you’d be interested and able to help us please let 
Matt know. I’m matts@whatawhata.school.nz or 022 4939400.  

The PTA are really keen to have some new people join them to 
help with other fundraising projects and ideas. They have been 
amazing in raising funds to provide many new learning and play 
resources including digital devices, playground equipment, 
sports uniforms, gymnastics equipment, shoe racks, furniture 
and much more. They helped run many events and ran our 
Whatawhata Gala Day which we hope to hold again next year. If 
you think you could help in some way again let Matt know.  

Thanks in advance for giving a little of your time to make all 
these “extras” possible… 

A new free access “make and create” space 
We’re interested in making a new space in school for children to 
just have free access to a big range of materials and hand tools 
to be able to make and create what they like in their break 
times. This was inspired by a great video we saw of a similar idea 
in the US. The intent is that this isn’t actively “monitored” or 

“taught” but is an area where kids can just go and create if they 
wish. I want to get your thoughts and any concerns around this 
so have posted the video on our Facebook page. Please add any 
comments or ideas to this post (or share with Matt if you don’t 
have Facebook).  

Car parking—the bane of everyone’s lives 
It’s that time once again to remind everyone on the before and 
after school parking arrangements to make sure our children 
stay safe.  In a nutshell: 

Park on the SCHOOL SIDE ONLY of School Road or on either 
side of Kura Street 

After picking your child up, drive NORTH ONLY towards 
Mason Road / Horotiu Road 

Do not park in the bus bay at any time (we’ll remark it 
soon—we’ve just bought a line marker) 

Do not park by the crossing area on Kura Street 

Do not cross Kura Street by the junction with School Road. 
Walk 10m down to the official crossing point instead 

20kmh maximum speed past school PLEASE 

I know it can be a pain when you’re parked a walk away but we 
really have no other options. We hope to metal the grass verge 
by the school field next year to help a bit (though are officially 
not allowed to…). Thanks in advance for doing it right and 
making sure our children stay safe.  

Changes to paying for school trips and visits 
We propose to change the way we collect money for trips and 
visits to make it easier for you (and us!). From next month we 
will charge any trip costs to your accounts when the trip is 
announced. The amount being charged will be clearly stated in 
the letter home. This means you will not need to make separate 
cash payments for trips and visits (though still can if you wish). 

Instead you can pay 
your account off on 
receipt of the 
monthly statement. 
We hope this helps. 
Let us know any 
thoughts about this.  

October—Whiringa-ā-nuku  

27th Te Kākano to gymnastics am 

28th Inter-school tabloid sports @ Te Uku 

28th Kids 4 Kids rehearsal (am), concert 

31st Whatawhata Dress Up Day 

November - Whiringa-ā-rangi  

3rd to 15th Hillary away—Mary to cover 

3rd, 10th Te Pihinga to gymnastics 

4th Inter-school ripper rugby (2 Year 5 to 8 teams) 

8th Te Kaho 1&3 to TA space centre 

11th Mihi whakatau / welcoming 

14th to 18th Assessment week—Programmes change 

16th Student leaders to leadership conference, Rotorua 

17th Te Pihinga to TA space centre 

18th Core Ed day—Normal programmes change 

22nd School athletics day (seniors am, juniors pm) 

22nd BoT meeting, 6pm 

23rd School photos day 

25th Te Kaho 2 & Te Rakau Legacy Tour, Rotorua 

30th Road patrol training for 2017 kids 

December—Hakihea  

2nd Interschool athletics @ Bremworth Park 

2nd Road patrol fun day  

5th WFPSA athletics (selected Y7&8) 

9th School Space Disco! 

13th End of year reports go home 

15th Prizegiving, whole school celebration and farewell 
at Te Papa-o-Rotu marae 

16th Final school pack up and farewells 

19th School officially finishes  

Upcoming events 


