
Principal’s Column—Whakataki o Tumuaki  
Ehara taku toa, he takitahi, he toa takitini  

Success belongs  to us all, not just to one 

Nau mai, haere mai. There’s been heaps going on 
as always. Last week’s Te Kaho 1 camp and 
BeachEd experiences  proved a huge hit with the 
kids, giving them some real challenges (try 5 
hours in a cave!). Harold and LifeEd have been 
here teaching some valuable life lessons and 
social skills. Our different summer sports teams 
are well up to speed ready for the coming after-
school games and inter-school days.  And over 
100 families came along to our Meet the whanau 
afternoon to share all about their children.  

Our first animals have arrived! We have so far 
welcomed 5 chickens to school (and enjoyed 
their eggs already). We’re just putting the 
finishing touches to our new “Scrap Palace” 
where children can sort their food waste for 
chicken food, goat and rabbit food or compost. 
Once animals are settled, children will be able to 
enter the animal area and care for the animals. 
Next on this list is a bunny and a goat (trialling 
this one!).  

By the time you read this our pōwhiri will have been held.  We hope 
our 26 new children and their whānau feel welcome and a part of 
the school.  Our children have been learning new waiata and karakia 
for this and we are committed this year to developing our own 
special ways that we do things (our Tikanga). This is part of a bigger 
focus on better knowing, understanding and being an active part of 
our Māori and wider communities.  

We have recently welcomed Savannah and Nadia into Te Kakano. 
Welcome kids, we hope you love learning here!  

Mā te wā—Until next time. Matt Stockton 

Lunchtime and after school clubs 
We’re starting lots of new clubs this year as part of our guiding 
principles: “My school gives me the tools and opportunities to learn 
in lots of different ways”. The children are finding out right now 
about these clubs and who can come along: 

Monday - Singing club with Mrs Inder 

Tuesday - Senior Jump Jam Club with Mrs Benn 

Wednesday - Touch team training with Mrs Lake 

  - Gardening club with Whaea Kate (Ms D) 

  - School band with Mr V 

Thursday  - Junior Jiggle Jam with Mrs Paalvast 

  - Enviro club with Mr V 

Friday - Sports clubs with Mr. S 

We also have after school robotics club with 
Mrs Hogg and Mr Fawcett on Wednesdays, 
and… soon: The return of kapa haka!! 

Thanks to Tania Wetere for taking on our lunchtime duties to make 
this possible. Thanks to the teachers for sharing their time and 
passions. If you have a passion or interest you’d be keen to share 

with the children we’d love to have you join us! 

Sports opportunities 
We aim to offer as many Sports opportunities as 
we possibly can for our students, both within our 
school programmes with loads of Inter-school 
organised Sports tournaments and also by 
facilitating extra-curricular Sports teams played in 
competitions on weekends and afternoons. 

We want to find out what Sports your child/
whanau may be interested in this year and we’ll 
do our best to meet the needs and wishes of our 
school community.  Traditionally we have had 
Soccer/Football, Touch Rugby, Netball, Basketball, 
Hockey….. and we’d like to know what else might 
be popular. 

Please remember, these ‘outside of school’ Sports 
teams require both commitment from kids and 
also help with Coaching and Managing from 
adults.  We put out the information, gather the 
responses, set up teams and adults and then ‘hand 

over’ to parents/whanau to arrange the week-to-week running of 
these teams.  So we’d also love to hear if you or someone you know 
could possibly help out/coach with particular sports…… 

Please let Amy Lake or the office know of your child’s interests and 
the support you could offer.  

Devices in schools 
As the way we learn changes, children, especially our older ones, are 
making ever more use of devices like NextBooks, iPads, phones and 
tablets.  Currently children in Te Kaho 3 and Te Rakau are able to 
bring their own devices and others may follow through the year. The 
rules we follow are: 

- The devices are for learning  

- Devices stay inside at break times then classes are locked (so we’re 
all out there and active) 

- The devices are your responsibility - You need to take care of  them 
and keep them safe 

And the techie stuff: Children join the school’s GuestNet. All devices 
go through the school web filtering service. Children log onto their 
school Google account when at school. When logged onto their 
Google Account children can print.  

We do not allow children to bring devices just for contacting parents 
or vice versa (e.g. by phone or TXT). Please use the official email, TXT 
and phone options to the office. Cheers 

Weekend animal watchers wanted 
I’m looking for a few people who live close to the school who would 
be happy to make sure our animals and well and have food on a 
Sunday. If you are happy to support your child to do this please let 

Matt know. Thanks 

William Pike Challenge Award 
On Tuesday 1st March at 4.30pm William Pike, the William Pike 
Challenge Award (WPCA) director, author and amputee officially 
launches the programme at Whatawhata School.  

A chance to take part in a range of exciting outdoor activities, 
engaging in community service and personal development is a 
reality for Te Rākau learners as they take part in the WPCA this year. 
These students will join 1600 others from nearly 60 schools across 
the nation. 

Over this year, these young people will be participating in at least 6 
outdoor activities, 20 hours of community service and personally 
develop a new sport or hobby in order to gain the award. These 
experiences will give students adventurous opportunities and 
challenging first hand experiences to develop life skills, knowledge 
and awareness of their community. 

The WPCA provides schools with support, resources and motivation 
to facilitate youth development. Resources include an online 
management tool for teachers and online record book for students. 
Students also receive ongoing inspiration and education during this 
year long programme. 

The WPCA provides youth, their families and the wider community a 
tool which not only strengthens the communities they live in, but 
enables young people to grow and become empowered through 
challenging new experiences and opportunities.  

William knows firsthand the value of being prepared for facing 
obstacles. He was one of two young climbers caught in a volcanic 
eruption on the slopes of Mount Ruapehu, in 2007. Pike suffered 
numerous life threatening injuries, and as a result, his right leg was 
amputated below the knee, needing extensive recovery and 
rehabilitation. By adopting a positive attitude and thinking with All 
Passion No Limits, William was once again, 
able to embrace his love of the outdoors and 
develop this award which he now passes on 
to a new generation of Kiwi kids through the 
WPCA. 

Pool 
We have had people breaking into the pool area 
and using the pool at weekends. This is extremely 
dangerous and left items led to the pool being 
closed on Monday this week. If you see anyone in 
the pool please contact Matt (022 4939400) or call 
the police. Thanks! 

Blatant plug - Firewood for sale! 
Matt (yes the Principal) is again selling pine 
firewood by the 3m3 delivered trailer load this 
year. It’s dense, dry and ready to burn. As I’m 
moving house and selling the business the last day for getting wood 
delivered is Friday 11th March. Early season special price - $200. 
Contact me on 022 4939400 or call in to school. Cheers! 

School Newsletter 25th February 2016—Rua tekau ma rima o Hui–tanguru 

February—Hui– tanguru 

26th Y5-8 interschool cricket @ Raglan 

26th Te Pihinga pool party after school 

29th Beach Ed Te Rākau and Te Kaho 3 

March—Poutu-te-rangi  

1st William Pike Challenge 
introduction, Te Rākau 

2nd Olympic Team Building day, Y8 

4th Inter-schools fundamental skills 
day @ Whatawhata (younger chn.) 

4th William Pike—Caving 

11th Teacher learning day 

12th Maui Dolphin / Raglan raft race 

18th Interschool swimming (Y5-8) 

21st BoT meeting 6pm 

22nd School triathlon 

23rd-24th William Pike bush challenge 

25th, 28th, 29th School closed (Easter) 

23rd Te Kaho 1 science day 

April—Paenga-whāwhā 

1st Da Vinci Expo @ Waikato Museum 

8th Inter-school softball (Y5-8)14th-
15th William Pike Challenge—Sailing 

Upcoming events 


