
Principal’s Column—Whakataki o Tumuaki  

Nau mai, haere mai. Welcome to our new look newsletter, 
hope you like it. You’ll notice all our sponsors on the back of 
this newsletter. A huge thank you to these businesses for 
their ongoing and new support - we really appreciate it. 
Please consider them if you are looking for anything they 
offer. Huge thanks also go to First Credit Union, Richmond 
Barr Electrical, Direct Group and Lobell Construction, who, 
through their sponsorship, are all helping make sure every 
Te Rākau child is able to take part in every William Pike 
Challenge. You rock, the lot of you! 

The last few weeks have seen us really zoning in on the next 
stages of our collaborative teaching and learning and I talk 
more about this below. The Board invested some serious 
$$$ in making sure we are able to work one to one 
alongside a real expert in the field and this is really paying 
off in terms of accelerating and shaping our ideas and 
possibilities. 

I hope you’re looking forward to your long Easter break. I 
was trying to find out why schools have an Easter Tuesday - 
It seems it goes back to post-war New Zealand so we’ll just 
have to accept it as a bonus day and we’ll see you all back 
on Wednesday! 

The pool closes today for the season. It has been a really 
successful term and we have seen so much improvement in 
confidence and ability in and around the water. Thank you 
teachers for making this such a success, for the PTA in 
helping keep the pool warm by buying us pool covers,  to 
NDA Engineering for gifting us new pool rails, and to Neil 
(our caretaker) for painting the pool and trying to keep on 
top of that water chemistry (only one green week!). We 
know that the daily 30 to 60 minutes in the pool impacts on 
the time we have for learning in other areas but see it as so 
important. Roll on February!  

Michael Fawcett has been away the last couple of weeks. 
We look forward  to welcoming him back  fit and well on 
Wednesday next week. Thanks to Nicola Inder and Amy 
John who have kept the learning going in Te Kaho 3.  

We have recently welcomed Sieana into Te Kakano. We 
hope you love learning here Sieana!  

Mā te wā—Until next time. Matt Stockton 

What we’ve been learning 
Maui dolphin day was a huge success. Both Te Pihinga and 
Te Rākau represented us and did so well in their efforts and 
determination. Both teams won prizes and Te Rākau took 
the award (for the third time in four years) for best raft. 
Thanks to the team of parent and grandparent builders and 

helpers that worked behind the scenes.  

I just watched the William Pike bush 
survival children return to school 
as rather drowned rats. They 

faced some tough conditions with their bivouacs truly tested 
but learned some really useful skills and seemed to have 
had a lot of fun doing it. 

Our school triathlon enjoyed perfect conditions. The 
children all set their goals then worked really hard to 
achieve them, beat them or, in many cases, totally smash 
them. We had loads of parents watching and cheering the 
children on - what a great community day. Well done Amy 
Lake for your organisational excellence.   

We sent almost 40 children off to Ngaruawahia to represent 
us in the inter-school swimming. Against some highly 
trained children from 7 other schools they did us proud with 
their efforts and enthusiasm (and ability to withstand a very 
cold pool!).  

We’ve loved having the bikes in school over the last 2 weeks 
- those kids sure know how to pedal! They learned some 
valuable skills with Richard too. I’m thinking of making a 
bike trail and skills course on the field and have a weekly 
wheels day to keep this up. Watch this space… 

We added ducks to our chicken and rabbit animal area. We 
have children sorting their food waste, enviro leaders taking 
it to the right places and we’ve started using the chicken 
eggs for baking. 

We’ve been using digital microscopes to get up very close 
and personal with the bugs (and other things) around us!  

A hot air balloon came for the day. While it was too windy 
to inflate, the children loved the burners and basket time! 

There are so many posts of the photos of these and other 
events going onto our Facebook page - thanks teachers. It 
gives you an amazing window into what learning at 
Whatawhata School looks like, so if you haven’t yet Liked us, 
now’s the time. It’s interesting to see how many local 
schools have liked us of late too... 
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Collaborative teaching, collaborative learning 
Our work on collaborative teaching, collaborative learning with Jo Wilson 
continues to be highly successful. Following our last development day, the team’s 
next steps are as follows: 

Te Kākano: Their collaborative learning groups are well underway with 
achievement level or need rather than teacher-based grouping becoming more 
common across all Te Kākano children. Building onto this the next steps are 
developing their own class ways for learners to reflect and talk about their learning 
and progress, initially in writing.  

Te Pihinga: These teachers are working together to establish a cross-class reading 
programme. This has seen them go from 18 reading groups to 10 so more time to 
spend with each group. They have already developed a shared planning and 
assessment approach to achieve this. They have thought carefully and planned for 
how to best use the two separate classrooms without losing learning time.  

Te Kaho and Te Rākau: These teams are moving towards a more passion-based discovery learning programme, with 
children opting in to different groups and activities (such as arts, technology, science, digital technologies, etc.) with 
different teachers. This will be a one day event this term, moving to a weekly programme in term 2. 

There have been some useful questions from parents around why we are so focused on collaborative teaching and 
learning.  There is some really strong evidence that collaboration makes a really positive difference to learning. A recent 
wide-ranging study in 6 countries including 23 schools in and around Christchurch where teaching and learning is 
collaborative (including new and old schools and multiple space collaboration) found that collaboration led to:  

March—Poutu-te-rangi  

25th, 28th, 29th School closed (Easter) 

April—Paenga-whāwhā 

1st Da Vinci Expo @ Waikato Museum 

8th Inter-school softball (Y5-8) 

14th-15th William Pike Challenge—
Sailing 

15th Term 1 ends 

2nd May Term 2 begins 

Upcoming events 

For learners: 

Improvements in learning outcomes 

Improvements in progress 

Improvements in social interactions 

Reduction in disruptive behaviour 

Improvement in collaborative learning 

Students gaining multiple perspectives on the curriculum 

Increased student agency (leadership of their learning) 

For teachers: 

Increased agency (leadership and autonomy), efficacy and well-
being of teachers 

Improvements in the effectiveness of teaching 

Increased collegiality, reduction in feelings of isolation and stress 

Increase in research informed practice 

Improvement in teacher problem solving 

 

We see that as a pretty strong affirmation for why effective collaboration has such strong potential for our children here.  


