
Principal’s Column—Whakataki o Tumuaki  

Nau mai, haere mai. Welcome to our Term one midway point 
newsletter. This will (if all goes to plan) be our last newsletter that 
looks like this - I look forward to unveiling the new look soon! 

Tomorrow our teacher teams are again working with Core Education 
to confirm their latest collaborative teaching and learning ideas to 
improve your child’s learning, progress and engagement. I look 
forward to sharing what each of the teams are up to next time.  

Thanks to Autumn, Jamie, Kyle and Alistair who have all volunteered 
to come to school at the weekends to make sure our animals are 
safe, happy and well fed. Thanks kids and families for your support. 
We added 2 ducks today... 

A few people have had concerns and questions recently over their 
child’s learning programmes. If there is anything you’re worried 
about or not sure about don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s 
teacher. They’re really happy to show you 
what they are learning and how this helps. We 
also encourage you to come an spend time in 
your child’s class to see what learning looks 
like first hand.  

We have recently welcomed Savannah and 
Keearn into Te Kakano and Toreyan into Te 
Pihinga 2. Welcome kids, we hope you love 
learning here!  

Mā te wā—Until next time. Matt Stockton 

William Pike Challenge and more 
We were really lucky to have William Pike 
himself come in to officially launch the William 
Pike Challenge Awards. He told us all about his 
experiences being smashed by the eruption 
on Mt Ruapehu and even got Peta to pull off 
his titanium leg and give it a clean! The Te 
Rākau children took on their first challenge 
last week with some insane caving - nasty!  

We sent four cricket teams to Raglan to compete against 7 other 
schools. Despite many being new to the game they did really well on 
a scorching hot day and one of our teams won the whole event! 
Great job and thanks to the parents for making it possible. 

We hosted the Interschool fundamental skills day at school last week. 
This is a huge event with over 200 5 year olds descending on our 
school to enjoy a range of games designed to develop those 
fundamental movement skills. Well done Amy Lake for making this 
such a successful day - nothing but praise from our visitors… 

Last but not least, who could forget the visit of the Lamborghini Club 
to school - Everyone thought they were the best cars ever and the 
video has reached 1,080,103 people so far! 

Maui Dolphin Day 
This Saturday is Maui Dolphin Day and the 

recycled raft race. We are entering two rafts 
this year with both Te Rākau and the Te 
Pihinga classes creating rafts to take on the 

infamous Raglan harbour tides.  Te Pihinga are also running a stall to 
raise funds on the day. This is such a great day for the family with 
music, stalls, entertainment and the race.   

Lunchtime and after school clubs 
Lots of the clubs and events have now begun and are proving 
popular. We have everything from singing  to book club to robotics to 
gardening being led by our teachers. There’s even a school band 
starting soon! We’ve also begun playing touch and basketball with 
some great results already. Go kids and huge thanks coaches… See 
the many sports notices today for other sports opportunities. 

I’ve been really proud of Oliver, Olivia, Koby, Lucy, Jade and Charlotte 
who have decided to set up junior and senior cooking clubs. They’ll 
be helping children learn to prepare, cook and eat a range of 
delicious foods on Mondays and Fridays after school. Well done for 
some amazing leadership Te Kaho 3 kids! 

Triathlon 
One of our most popular events is coming really soon, 
the school triathlon. This will be taking place on 
Tuesday 22nd March. A note with all details is coming 
home today. This event sees all our children setting 
goals for how many laps of cycling, running and 
swimming they can do then trying to achieve this. 

We are asking all children to bring their bikes to school 
next week so they can get in lots of practice. They can 
be left at school. PLEASE check over your child’s bike 
this weekend and make sure everything is tight, 
pumped and oiled. Thanks! 

New after school carer wanted 
After 3 years with us, Tanya Henderson has got herself 
a great job in Hamilton. We’re really pleased for her 
though will miss all that she offers. We’re looking for 
another after school carer to start from 10th April. Days 
to be confirmed. If you are interested in this role, 
please send a CV and letter to Matt by 24th March or 

call in and see him if you have any questions.  

Easter break 
Easter is in term time this week. School will be closed from Friday 
25th March through to Tuesday 29th March. We’ll reopen on 30th 
for three more weeks at school 

New billing trial 
A few people shared their confusion over our bills and statements at 
the end of last year. We use a programme that is free and links to our 
school roll to make life easier. However, this limits how we can bill 
for things. 

For children in after school care we’re trying a new approach from 
this month. Warren will total up the number of days each child has 
been in after school care and invoice this as a single line, e.g. After 
School Care 1st child - 8 days. We hope this will simplify things. 

We will be consistently sending out accounts around the 10th of each 
month. Please ensure all outstanding balances are paid in full by the 
30th of each month. Thanks 
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March—Poutu-te-rangi  

11th Teacher learning day 

12th Maui Dolphin / Raglan raft race 

14th, 17th Bike wise training (Richard) 

17th Te Rākau lifesaving skills day 

18th Interschool swimming (Y5-8) 

21st BoT meeting 6pm 

22nd School triathlon 

23rd-24th William Pike bush challenge 

25th, 28th, 29th School closed (Easter) 

April—Paenga-whāwhā 

1st Da Vinci Expo @ Waikato Museum 

8th Inter-school softball (Y5-8) 

14th-15th William Pike Challenge—
Sailing 

15th Term 1 ends 

2nd May Term 2 begins 

Upcoming events 


